Toan Phong Nguyén Xudn Vinh - Mét Nha Gido, Mjt
Van Si

Bai viét vé Toan Phong Nguyén Xudn Vinh ndy xin dwoc riéng ting cho cdc thay Mai
Kién Phiic, thdy Nguyé~n That Hiép va cdc anh chi cuu sinh vién du hoc Nhdt Ban. Hai
thay la cdc gido su da day t6i & nhitng nam dé nhi cap, truong Trung Hoc Ngé Quyén
Bién Hoa vé Ly Hod va Todn. Nay hai thay da dinh cu tai Hoa Ky. Em thanh thdt cdm on
hai thay da day dé em cho em c6 dwoc nhir ngay hom nay. Em xin dwoc dinh kém chuyén
ngdn "Thay Con Nhé Téi Khéng" ma gido sw Nguyén Xudn Vinh viét nhie la mét mon qua
nho nhé kinh géi dén hai thay. (Nguyén Anh Tudn)

C6 nhitng chang trai mong vién phuong,
Say tinh song nui ngit hoa huong.
Canh chim tung cdnh reo ho hai,
Muo6n van vi sao dep nga duong

T6i mudn m& dau bai viét nay bang nhimng ciu tho vira dwom vé& hao hiing ctia Nguyén
Cong Trt, vira ¢6 céi lang man cua Diing trong "Poan Tuyét " ma nha vin Nhét Linh
Nguyén Tuong Tam viét cach ddy 71 nam trudce (1935). it ¢6 ai trong chiing ta biét d6 1a
bai tho ngin ctia Toan Phong Nguyén Xuén Vinh. Ong viét ra bai tho nay khi 6ng duoc
deo canh bay (Tinh Nguoi Phi Cong).

Ong Nguyén Xuan Vinh sinh ndm 1930 tai Yén B4i. Diéu 1am t6i ngac nhién va thich thu
khi biét ong 1a sinh vién ban "Todn Pai Cuong (MG)" cua truong dai hoc khoa hoc Ha
Noi sau khi 6ng hoi cu vao gitta ndm 1950, va sau d6 6ng di day o truong Trung Hoc
Nguyén Trai, Ha Noi. Ong rat thich toan hoc va va da dd dau ky thi To4n Dai Cuong
trudc khi 6ng nhap ngli Truong ST Quan Trir Bi Nam Dinh & Thu Dtic vao mua heé nam
1951. Ong thich todn hoc va d6 1a ban dap cho 6ng 1y bang Cir Nhin va Cao Hoc vé
Toén nhitng nim vé sau ndy. Trudc 1975, MPC va SPCN (?) 1a hai phan khoa cua truong
Khoa Hoc Sai Gon duoc cac SV theo hoc nhiéu nhét. It ¢6 ai theo hoc MG. T61 con nho
trong MG c6 thay Dang Pinh Ang rat nghiém khic va thudng kéu cdc sinh vién 1én bang
lam toan.

Ong ra trudng va dugc bd vé nganh Coéng Binh x4y ciu & Thai Binh. Nha vin Diéu Tan
(gido sur Viét Ngir tai Naval Post Graduate School, Monterey, California), ciing thudc
Cong Binh vao thug d6, ké lai 1a 6ng Nguyén Xuén Vinh ndi tiéng 1a tinh khdi lwong d6
bé tong khong bao gid thira thiéu mot ti ndo. C6 phai ching ning khiéu vé todn hoc di
gitip 6ng thanh cong trong nhing project nay?

Trudce khi di don vi Cong Binh, dng da duy ky thi tuyén vao trudng V4 Bi Khong Quan
Phédp & Salon De Provence (mién nam nudc Phdp), sau dbi thanh truong "Ecole De
L’ Air" (twong duong véi truong "Air Force Academy" cia My ¢ Colorado Springs).

Vi truong doi hoi trinh do hoc vén, chi ¢6 ndm ngudi VN qualified & tring tqyén va
dugc gdi sang Phép hoc ¢ truong Vo Bi Khong Quan Salon De Provence. Phan dong



dugc goi sang hoc bay ¢ "Marrakech Air Force Training School”, Morocco, trong d6 c6
ong Nguyén Cao Ky.

Trong thoi gian hoc & Salon De Provence, dng Nguyén Xuan Vinh ghi danh hoc todn va
tiép tuc hoc ndt chuong trinh todn & Pai Hoc Marseille va léy béng Cu Nhan/Cao Hoc vé
Toan Hoc ndm 1954 cling nim 6ng tot nghiép & trudng Vo Bi Khong Quéan Salon-De-
Provence (0ng la phi cong vura 1a Ky Su Hang Khong).

Tré vé nudce, 6ng phuc vu trong binh chung Khéng Quén va sau d6 6ng tré thanh Tu
Lénh Khong Quén tir nim 1958-1962. Ong "gia tir vii khi" sang Hoa Ky tiép tuc con
duong hoc van ma éng bo gio. Ong 14y bang Ph.D vé Aerospace Engineering, Pai Hoc
Colorado nam 1965. Ong 1a nguoi dau tién duoc cip bang Ph.D. vé Khoa Hoc Hang
Khong & Khong Gian cua University of Colorado. Sau dé 6ng nhan mot chirc vu trong
ban giang huén va & lai day ¢ truong Dai Hoc Colorado. Nam 1967, 6ng la gido su thinh
giang cho truong UC Berkeley (University of California at Berkeley).

Nam 1968, 6ng nhan day & University Of Michigan at Ann Arbor, School of
Engineering, Aerospace Engineering.

Nim 1972, dng lay ndt bang Ph.D vé Todn Hoc & truong Dai Hoc Paris. Ciing trong nim
d6 ong tro thanh gido su thyc thu cua truong Pai Hoc Michigan.

Sau 30 nim giang day & MGoBlue (nick name ctia University of Michigan), 6ng vé huu
nam 1999 va truong da vinh du tdng cho dng chirc vi Professor Emeritus of Aerospace
Engineering (Danh Dy Gido Thu).

Ong di déng g6p rat nhiéu cho nen gido dyc vé Hang Khong & Khong Gian. Hang tram
bai Research vé& Aerodynamics, vé Quy Pao (orbits), vé Toan Hoc. Ong da duogc giai
thuong cao quy "Mechanics and Control of Flight Award" cta vién Hang Khong &
Khéng Gian Hoa Ky (NASA). Ong ciing duoc bau 1am member ctia Vién Han Lam
Khong Gan Qudc Té va Vién Han Lam Qudc Gia Hang Khong va Khong Gian Phap.
Ong duoc vinh danh ngudi My gbc A trong trung tim NASA Phi Hanh Khéng Gian
Lyndon B. Johnson, Houston, 1989.

Ong ciing 12 Visiting Professor cho cic trudng "Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Etudes
Aérospatiales", Phap; Chair Professor of Applied Mathematics at the National Tsing Hua
University, Taiwan; Dai Hoc Pong Kinh (bai khéo ctru 6ng viét chung véi gido thu T.
Takehira dang trén The JAS (Journal of The Atmospheric Sciences), Vién Dai Hoc
Massachusetts, Amherst, Vién Dai Hoc Oklahama etc. Ong ciing duoc moi lam viée
chung voi Trung Tam Ky Thuéat Hang Khong Ba Tay, Sao Paulo, Co Quan Phat trién
Quéc Phong Pai Han, Taejon.

Vé sach chuyén mén va cic sich nay dugc diung trong phan khoa vé Aerospace
Engineering tai cac truong DH trén the giéi:



1) Hypersonic And Planetary Entry Flight Mechanics (pp 358, The University of
Michigan Press, 1980)

2) Optimal Trajectories in Atmosphere Flight (pp 402, Elsevier Scientific Publishing Co
Amsterdam, 1981)

3) Mechanics of High-Performance Aircraft, pp 382, Cambridge University Press, U.K.
1993)

Dai biéu bai ding trén céc tap chi chuyén mén (Phép, Nhat, M¥)

1) "Sur la Stabilite des Points desEquilibre Triangulaires dans le Probleme Restreint
Elliptique", Celestial Mechanics, Vol. 6, 305-321, 1972

2) "Eact Solution for Three-Dimensional Interception of A Maneuvering Target", The
JAS, 40(3) 283-305

3) "Stabilizing Motion Relative To An Unstable Orbit: Application to spacecraft
formation flight", Journal of Guidance, Control, and Dynamics 26(1), 62-73, 2003.

Ngoai nhitng thanh céng vé Khoa Hoc, dng ciing 12 mot van si, thi si. Ong duoc ching ta
biét nhiéu nhét qua bit hiéu Toan Phong sau khi 6ng dugc Giai Thudng Vin Chuong
Toan Qudc nim 1961 véi "Poi Phi Cong". Ong ciing da viét nhiéu chuyén ngan, but ky
déng rai rdc trén céc sach bdo hai ngoai.

1) Poi Phi Cong

2) Thay Con Nhé Tdi Khong
3) Trai Huong Theo Gi6

4) Theo Anh Tinh Cau

5) Tinh Toan Hoc

Qua "Ddi Phi Cong", ching ta s& tim thdy mot hinh anh nio d6 ctia minh trong nhirng
ngay du hoc., 6ng viét :

"Anh viét thu ndy cho em trong mot quin rugu gitra khu Latin, mot bu6i chiéu thu budn
vé cham cham.

C6 qua Ba L€ va lac vao khu sinh-vién nay em moi c6 thé hiéu duoc rang tai sao nguoi ta
¢6 thé ngdi viét thu trong mot quan rugu. Doc theo hai bén dai 16 St. Michel tir dau song
Seine t6i vudn Luxembourg ngudi ta chi thiy quan rugu, hiéu sich va sap ban bdo. N6i
l1a quén café thi ding hon vi thuong thi ai cling chi goi ca-phé hon la goi ruou. Vao trong
quan tim mot ban trong mot géc kin-ddo nhat, goi mot tach ca-phé rdi trim ngdm nhin
thién-ha 1a mot trong nhitng cdi thd ciia nguodi sinh-vién & Ba Le."

Poc xong ¢6 1€ it nhiéu trong chiing ta sé tram ngdm nhd vé mot hinh anh nao dé ctia mot
ngay mua nam xua ngoi trong kissaten ¢ Shibuya, & Ochanomizu, hay kissaten trong
truong dai hoc nhin mua bay bén ngoai.

Puoc biét, 6ng ¢6 mot vo va 4 con. Ong danh nhitng ngay tudi gia gidp d& cong dong
VN va viét sach.



Xin kinh chic hai thay va cdc anh chi mot weekend vui vé va binh an.

Happy Easter. N
Thung Liing Hoa Vang, Mua L¢ Phuc Sinh 2006

Nguyén Anh Tuin
Ex-Ryu 69
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Céc anh chi vao item 3 dé thdy c6 nhiéu Vietnamese American tai giéi 1im nhu Mr. Doan
Trung, VP Micron Technology (my companys (Sandisk) rivalry in Flash Memory
Products), nguoi c6 132 patents, hay Dr. Eugene Trinh ctia NASA. va c6 hon 300
Vietnamese American inventors with 3+ US patents.

Thay con nho téi khéng
Gi4o su Nguyén Xuan Vinh

MG6i day khi doc td bao xuét ban 6 mién Tay Bac Hoa Ky mot bai viét vé
“Truwdng CO”, t6i thdy duoc tac gid nhac téi rang khi xua téi 1a mot hoc sinh
hién lanh. Cho dén bay gid van dudc ban bé cho 1a con ngudi hién lanh.

Chi ¢6 nha t6i thinh thoang lai n6i, "Anh ma la ngudi hién!?"

Mot diéu cd hitu vai toi la déi vai cac vi I16n tudi hon, véi cac thay va co
gido, cling nhu cac vi tu hanh, téi thuwa guvi rat 1€ phép. Nhitng diéu nay toi
lam rat ty nhién, t&r hdi con nhoé cho dén bay gid, khong bao gid thay déi.

Khi con bac ti€u hoc, t6i duoc hoc trong cuén Qudc Van Giao Khoa Thu,



chuyén 6ng Carnot (1a Téng Thong Cong Hoa Phap nam 1887) khi trg vé
lang tdi tham thay hoc cii va noéi rang "Toi la Carnot day, thay con nhd toi
khoéng?" Toi khéng con nhd la thay day téi lic bay gid binh luan chuyén
nay ra sao, nhung doi vdi toi, thuc tinh téi cho chuyén nay khong co gi dac
biét, gia tri luan ly so v&i nhitng chuyén khac cua ngudi Viét Nam chung ta
nhu su tich Luu Binh-Duong Lé (k& thém c& Chau Long) that 13 kém xa.

TU ngay séng ndi khach dia, t6i mdi nhan thirc duoc ly do chuyén éng
Carnot dudc ké ra nhu 1a mot guong sang dang noi theo cho ngudi Tay
phuong. Téi da nhin thay nhitng ngudi hoc tro, sau nay tién boé hon ong
thay, khéng nhitng quén nhitng ngay dugc day dé ma con Ién tiéng ché
bai thay la kém cdi. & trong bat ky mot cong hay tu’ sd, trong ky nghé,
trwong hoc hay & trong hé thdng chinh quyén trén dat nuwdc nay, thé nao
cling c6 nhi*tng ngudi tré & cap bac diéu khién, nhitng ngudi nay tat nhién
da co lan vuot 1&n trén nhitng ngudi trudce kia quan ly hay chi dan cho
minh. T6i khdng biét ho con néi dudc nhitng cau an tinh véi nhitng nguoi
da huan luyén cho minh hay khéng.

Riéng t6i thi dwgc may man trong tinh bé ban, ¢ 1& vi su giao du than mét
cla t6i chi gidi han véi nhitng ngudi t6i cho la hién lanh. Téi & trong quéan
déi muGi bédn ndm, sau nay day hoc khoang ba muai nam, gap nhitng ban
be va hoc tro cii bao gid t6i cling thay thodi mai. Nghia tinh doi véi nhirng
cuu chién hitu xua kia cung chién dau duwdi mot bong cd, toi da noi dén

nhiéu trén mat bao. Gid day toi viét vé ky niém vdi hoc tro ci...

Mot Ian téi ghé sang San Jose, ban bé mdi téi dw mot da hoi. Mot vi khach
tGi chao toi va ndi, "Em la Hai Quan Dai ta Tran Thanh Dién, trudc kia hoc
toan vdi gido su @ trudng Pétrus Ky." Dai ta Dién la gidi chirc cao cap &
pht Téng Théng thi ai cling biét. Con t6i trudc kia co day hoc vai thang &
trwong Pétres Ky, thi that it ngudi biét. Toi that khdng ngd trong nhitng



hoc sinh tré thgi ay, sau nay dat mirc cao cap trong vo nghiép. Vé van,
cuu hoc sinh trwdng Vo Tanh & Nha Trang la anh Tran Huynh Chau, sau
nay la cong chirc cao cap trong chinh phd. Anh L&t Van Thanh, cuu hoc
sinh va cling 1a cau thl bong tron xuét sac cla trudng, sau nay trong quan
ddi la si quan lién lac trong quéan doéi Viét-My. Sang Hoa Ky sau khi di cai
tao vé&, anh viét hoi ky bang tiéng Anh. Khi da dang vai chuong trén phu
chuong Anh ngit ciia bao Ngudi Viét, anh dudgc nha xuat ban My chu vy téi.
Nghe tin t6i vé Nam Cali, cac anh va moét s6 ban hoc cli mai téi di an mot
budi c6 dip han huyén. Sach cta anh Thanh co I8i twa ciia mot Trung
twang Thay quan luc chién MY, va toi cling viét may |oi gidi thiéu. T6i da
viét anh la ngudi don hau va tinh tinh thdy chung. Khi xua, trén san co, khi
da dua banh qua hang hau vé, anh da thang nhu s&m sét vao khung
thanh gb. Gid day anh viét sach ké lai chuyén vinh quang trong quan ngi
va budn tui trong nguc tl, chuyén xay ra sao, anh k& lai mét cach trung
thuc, di thadng va manh vao tdm hon ngudi doc, nhu dudng banh khi xua
anh di thang vao Iu6i.

Bang hiru Khdng Quan chac khong ai biét nha tho tén tudi Du T Lé trudc
kia la hoc tro cua t6i trudng Trung hoc Chu Van An, cé Ié Ia vi it thay tho
anh dang trén bao Ly Tudng clia Téng Ho6i. Tho clia Du T Lé khdng
nhitng c6 nhiéu bai dugc phé nhac ma lai co rat nhiéu bai da duagc dich
sang Anh ng@. T6i lubn mong moéi nhan tai cia minh duoc cac dan khac
trén dat nudc nay cha y dén. Néu ching ta chi quan tu véi nhau trong mot
khung khép kin, ké ca su luan Iuu kinh t€, thi that khong thé tao nén mot
slfc manh nao cé anh hudng tdi twvong lai ctia dat nudc. Toi lay mot thi du
dé hiéu. Hbi thang 5 nam 1996 t6i dwac mai t6i Hoa Thinh D&n d& nhan
giai Excellence 2000 Award cua United States Pan Asian American
Chamber of Commerce. Trong nhirng ngu'di dugc vinh danh 6ng Harry
Wu la mét ngudi Trung Hoa tranh ddu cho nhan quyén néi tiéng qudc té.

Ong bi nha cam quyén Trung cdng giam git 19 nam, tir 1960 t&i 1979.



Nam 1985 6ng duoc dai hoc California Berkeley mdi sang lam giao su
thinh giang vé mon dia chat hoc. Nhitng sach éng viét trong thdi gian &
Hoa Ky nhu "Laogai - The Chinese Gulag" va "Bitter Winds" da nai 1én
nhitng sy dan ap nhan quyén mot cach tan bao & Trung hoa luc dia. Nam
1995 6ng trd vé nudc va bi cdng san bat ngay, dua ra toa, xir 15 nam tu
giam. Sau dé vi ap Iuc clia nhiéu chinh phu va doan thé trén thé gigi ma
Trung cdng phai tra tu do cho 6ng, dé€ 6ng trd sang Hoa Ky, bay gid 1a mot
nghién ctru gia & vién Hoover thudc Pai hoc Stanford. Ong Harry Wu da
dudc tra tu do, thudng xuyén duodc phdng van trén dai truyén hinh méi khi
co viéc dang chl y xay ra & luc dia Trung qudc, mét phan la 6ng co qua
trinh tranh d4u cho nhan quyén, da dién thuyé&t & nhiéu nai va viét sach
dugc nhiéu ngudi doc, nhung phan chinh la cdng dong ngudi Hoa chéng

cong cla ho cé anh hudng manh & cac qudc gia ho cu ngu.

Tré lai véi Du T Lé, tho dich ctia anh da dudc dang trén LosAngeles
Times va New York Times. Chung ta can cé nhitng ngudi nhu anh, & dd
moi nghanh, van hoc, kinh doanh, ky thuat, gido duc... héa nhap vao cudc
séng hang ngay trong nhitng x& hdi minh sinh séng. Mbi an duoc tin
ngudi Viét bay Boeing 727 cho dan su, bay F-16 cho quéan déi, hay mot
phu n 1am quén ly cho mét cdng ty I6n, mdt chuyén gia gidi phau nguoi
Viét da chinh nghiém dugc mét phuang phap tan ky la toi thay cé niém vui
trong long. T6i mong c6 ngay nhin thay thudng xuyén ni¥ xwdng ngén
ngudi Viét trén dai truyén hinh. Nhitng tén ho Nguyén, hay Tran...duéi
nhitng bai trén Times va NewsWeek, Du T{r Lé gli cho t6i may cudn sach
mdi chia anh, kém theo mét la thu anh viét, d& ngay méng M6t Tét nam
Dinh Stru. Tuy chi kém tudi tdi mdt giap, nhung anh van xung la "con",
nhu t6i van thudng xung nhu thé khi hang nam viét thu tham hai cac thay
cd khi xwa day minh & nhi*ng I6p trung va ti€u hoc.

Hoc trd ngoai quéc cla t6i cling kha nhiéu, va cé nhiéu ngudi cé chirc vu

quan trong. Cé mét lan téi di cung véi mot 6ng muc su’ My téi nha mot ba



bac si d€ nhan moét it d6 dac vién trg gitp gia dinh mot chién hitu mai toi
dinh cu & tinh t6i. Ba bac si nay don di tinh khac nén dinh cho b6t mot it
vat dung trudc khi xe chuyén chd tdi don nha. Sau khi trao déi it 10i, ba
cho chung t6i gan hét nhitng d6 dac & apartment ctia ba va noéi rang, :Toi
ddc than nén ciing khdng can nhiéu d6 bang gia dinh nay." Ong muc su
noi riéng vdi t6i, "Nhirng d6 nay sang qua! Khi nao c6 khach, toi téi muon
lai dung it ngay." Khi nghe ba manh thudng quan nay nai la cé mot dua
chau cung vira dugc nhan vao hoc tai trwdng dai hoc néi tiéng Purde
University, tdi ndy ra mot y ki€n. T6i xin ba bac si mot manh gidy vdi cai
phong bi, viét may chit dua cho ba va néi rang, "Thu nay dé& glti cho mot
hoc tro cii cua t6i la gido suv Dai hoc Purdue. Néu can gi, chau ba cw
mang thu nay tdi, ngudi ban tdi sé hét strc sén soc cho cau chau." Toi
chéc ba khong tin twdng cho Iam & birc cdm nang t6i dwa cho ba, va néu
ba bac si co6 md thu ra doc thi trén d6 téi chi viét hang chir ngan gon: "Jim
than mén. Ba c6 moét 1an gia dinh cau sinh vién nay giup toéi moét viéc. Toi
mong rang anh va Holly s&n soc¢ cho cau ta trong thoi ky hoc & West
Lafayette." Riéng t6i thi t6i tin [a ngudi hoc tro cli cla téi va vo anh ta sé
hét sirc gitp cho cau sinh vién My néu dugc nho tdi. Anh ta la ngudi ban
hién va chung thdy véi t6i. Néu khong thi xuwa kia toi & khéng nhan anh

lam mon dé.

M6t Ian t6i nhan dugc dién thoai tir van phong khoa trudng khan khoan
nhd téi gitp cho mot viéc. Mot cong ty 16n & ti€u bang téi vira nhan duoc
mot cdng viéc I16n 6 Dai Loan va ho dang chuan bi don ti€p mét vi chi tich
cong trinh nay, cling la trung tudng Khong quén, sang dé duyét xét trudc
khi giao k&o. Ong nay la Tién si Tran Bang Dat, trudc kia t6t nghiép &
trudng toi, va coé theo t6i hoc nhiéu 16p. Ong danh dién sang va ngd y
mudn trd lai tham trudng va gap t6i. Ong chi tich cong ty lién lac véi 6ng
khoa trudng vi ho la ban bé véi nhau. Ong khoa trudng giao lai céng viéc
cho ti€u ban ngoai vu va ho nhg toi ti€p don ngudi hoc tro cli va mai an

trua thinh soan, ho sé thanh toan moi phi ton. Téi nhan 10i, va vi ba Jean



Tran (Cheng) la vo ngudi hoc tro cii cta téi cling di theo chéng sang lan
nay, nhan tién tham may con trai clia ho d Hoa Ky, tdi nhd nha t6i dat mét
blra an & mét phong riéng tai mét khach san ctia dai hoc. Toi cling mdi
vao khoang hon 20 sinh vién cao hoc Dai Loan téi d€ gap gidi chlc cao
cap cla ho. Tdi gid hen 6ng ba Bang Dat tgi tham chung t6i & nha riéng.
Cong ty My da thué mot chiéc xe Limousine that dai d€ dua don ho. Clng
tGi phong an, ngudi khach phuong xa nhat dinh mai toi vao ghé chd tich,
hudng ra phia ngoai. Tuy chuyén trd than mat, nhung anh van mét niém &
phép theo I& 16i A Pdng dau rang hién nay anh quan ly mét chuong trinh

hang may tram triéu My kim méi nam.

Cach day may nam, nhan dip di hop & Vién Han Lam Hang Khong va
Khoéng Gian ctia Phap, toa lac & Toulouse, mot ngudi ban hoc cii & trudng
Si quan Khéng Quan la bac si Bang Vi Hung khi nghe tin t6i qua Ba Lé,
da cho may ngudi ban Phap clung khoéa biét. Mot nguai ban dong khoa
khac la Pai twvdng Guéguen, luc dé la Tu Iénh phong khéng clua Phap da
madi to6i dén tham ban doanh cua 6ng va an trva cung véi moét s6 si quan
tham muu cGia dng. Mot 6ng Trung tudng, hoc khoda sau, khi bat tay téi da
hdi,"Chéac 6ng khdng con nhé t6i?". Ong ta dinh noi 1a ngay xuva khi &
quan truong toi cling da hanh 6ng rat nhiéu. Téi xin ndi lai la toi la con
ngudi hién, xwa nay khdong hé cdy thé bat nat ai bao gid. Chac ban doc
khéng co thé nghi rang Pai twdng Guéguen, phi cdng khu truc Mirage, lai
la ngudi rat thdp, chi cao bang t6i ma thoi. Vi thé, khi xua diing theo hang
ngl cao thap cula brigrade sinh vién, 6ng chuyén mén dirng canh toi.
Trudc khi ti biét ra vé, toi va éng ta chup chung moét birc anh trudc chiéc
phi co dat gan c6ng. Ong ddi mii cat-két, con [a mét dai twéng Khong
quan hién dich, t6i d&€ dau tran nay 1a ngudi dan su, trong trong birc hinh

6ng hai cao hon t6i mét chut.

T6i cling c6 nhiéu hoc tro la st quan Khéng quan Hoa Ky. Dac biét co
ngudi toi chd y dén hon ca la anh Fred Frostic. Thai di€ém 68-70 khi hoc



toi, anh la thiéu ta phi cong F-4C Phantom. Sau nay anh Ién Dai ta chi huy
moét Khéng doan F-16. M6t dao t6i nghe tin anh da réi quan doéi va tré
thanh chuyén gia nghién citru & Rand Corporation la ca quan nghién ctru
chién lugc cé uy tin 3 Hoa Ky. May nam sau nay to6i khong tin clia Fred.
Cudi mua dong nam ngoadi, téi nhan dugc ban tin hang tuan loan bao co
budi néi chuyén vdi dién gia 1a "Fred Frostic, Deputy Assistant Secretary

of Defense".

Chirc vu nay rat I6n. Trude dé may thang, dai hdi 96 cua hdi Khoa Hoc Ky
Thuat Viét-My da mdi dugc mét vi khach dac biét la 6ng Sid Lawrence J.
Goffney, Jr. cling c6 chuc vu la Deputy Assistant Secretary of Commerce,
thudc bd Thuong Mai dén lam dién gid dac biét. Téi da dudc noéi chuyén
vGi 6ng va dugc biét trach vu cta 6ng that rong 16n. Diéu nay thuc khdng
la vi chinh phu lién bang Hoa Ky cé trach nhiém trén 51 ti€u bang va anh
hudng nhiéu dén thé gidi. Téi da t6i hdi vi gido su phu trach mai dién gia
hang tuan thi 6ng ta néi ding la anh Fred, cuwu sinh vién ma trong van thu
trao dGi 6ng th trwdng bd Quéc phong nay cd nai trude kia lam khao clru

vOi toi.

Theo thudng 1@ thi dién gid duoc maoi hay téi trudng toi khoang 10 gid
sang dé gap gd va thao luan véi mét sd gido su clng chuyén mon khao
clru. Sau dé thi mot s6 sé cung khach phuong xa va gido su phu trach
muc dién thuyé&t hang tuan tdi cau lac bd an trua trudc budi dién thuyét &n

dinh vao budi chiéu.

Sang hom sau t6i dén trudng nhu thudng 1€, vao khoang 9 gid sang. Clra
phong cua t6i bao gid cling mé. Téi nhd dén chang Thiéu ta Khong Quan
khi xua, phi cong khu truc Phantom F-4C, kha banh trai, tuy hoat bat
nhung that ra hién lanh. D6 la theo y nghi cla t6i, vi téi cling da doi x{r voi
anh nhu trong tinh ban gitta nhitng ngudi da cung bay béng trén may troi.
Nhu Dai ta Tran Thanh Dién, nhu 6ng Trung twdng Khdong quan Tran



Bang Pat & Bai Loan, nhu nha tha Du Tu L&, nhu 6ng giao su & Dai hoc
Purdue va nhiéu ngudi khac nira toi da gap va da coi nhu trong tinh bang

hitu. T6i tin rang dng Frostic khi tdi trwdng thé nao cling sé tim toi.

Dung nhu vay, vao khodng han mudi gid sang, t6i thay anh tdéi phong toi,
chao va nadi cau t6i nghe qua quen thudc. Dich sang tiéng Viét, thi anh da

noi, "Toi la Frostic day, thay con nhd toi khong?

Professor Nguyén Xuan Vinh
In The Twilight Of My Career As An Educator
Ngay thang: 26/09/2005

Nguyén Xuan Vinh, Ph.D., D.Sc.

Although at the University of Michigan we do not have mandatory retirement at a certain
age for tenured professors, after thirty years as a research scientist and educator, I decided
to take that step in the spring of 1999. By giving me the title of professor emeritus of
aerospace engineering, the Regents of the University also presented me with a citation
signed, on their behalf, by President Lee C. Bollinger, a distinguished authority on
Constitutional Law. In the framed citation adorned with the seal of the University of
Michigan, the last paragraph reads:

“Besides his outstanding career as a researcher and educator, Professor Vinh is widely
recognized for his leadership and mentorship to the Vietnamese community. A widely-
read novelist and poet, he was awarded the prestigious Vietnam National Literature Prize



in 1961. He has been much in demand as a speaker for Vietnamese organizations on such
topics as education, culture, society, and the future of Vietnam and the Vietnamese
people. He is widely recognized as a role model within the Vietnamese community in
North America and elsewhere”.

Looking back at my long career, nothing can make me more proud of my
accomplishments than this statement. It is primarily as a space scientist and university
professor that I am known through my research publications, my editorial service to
several international scientific journals, and, above all, by my contribution to the teaching
of thousands of aerospace engineering students and through my guidance of doctoral
candidates. I am deeply honored, however, that the University of Michigan has also
acknowledged my extra-curricular activities such as writing essays and giving speeches
for the extensive Vietnamese overseas community in my native Vietnamese language.

For the past twenty years, I have had the opportunity to visit several parts of this country
in attending technical conferences, giving lectures at various universities. During those
trips I have been in contact with the Vietnamese communities thriving in large
metropolitan areas and talked to our younger generation and observed a steady progress
in our resettlement as new refugees in the United States.

In 1992, at a conference on the shortage of professionals in Canada, Mr. William
Winegard, the then Canadian minister for science and technology, said: “We won’t have
a competitive society if we don’t have the people to make it competitive.” Statistics from
the recent U.S. Census show that Vietnamese immigrants help to make this society more
competitive. If we take a look at the achievements of the United States in any field of
endeavor in recent years, we will see some Vietnamese contributions. For instance, there
are more than 300 Vietnamese-American inventors with three or more U.S. patents. One
of them, Mr. Doan Trung, a young engineer and vice president at Micron Corporation, in
Boise, Idaho, has 132 patents. Medicine is another area where young Vietnamese-
Americans excel. Across the United States, from Harvard University to the University of
Chicago and to the University of California at San Francisco where some of the top
medical schools are located, we see Vietnamese-American students donning white
uniforms and graduating with honors from medical schools. A conservative estimate
places the number of Vietnamese physicians practicing in this country at close to 4200.
This means that we have on the average nearly 4 doctors for every 1000 Vietnamese-
Americans, a ratio otherwise attained only in some wealthy localities. Some students go
on to teach medicine. We now have several prominent Vietnamese professors in
American medical schools. One of them, Dr. Nghiem Dao Dai, who initiated an
innovative procedure for pancreatic transplantation in patients with Type I diabetes is a
frequent contributor to leading medical journals in the U.S. and Canada . In the
Washington D.C. area, there is an annual listing of the top physicians as voted by their
colleagues. They are the people fellow doctors would send their relatives to if they were
to become sick. You can see a Vietnamese name, Dr. Trinh Duc Phuong, in the sub-
specialty of infectious diseases. He has made the list four years running. His brother is on
the faculty of Johns Hopkins Medical School. In Long Beach, California, the medical
clinic and laboratory of Dr. Truong Dung, a world renown specialist in Parkinson disease



has a long list of patients coming from foreign countries to seek treatment.

We came from a country where half a century ago the standard means of locomotion was
the bicycle. And yet, our youngsters have accepted the challenge of learning to fly
supersonic aircraft. One of them, Lieutenant Tran Nhu Hoang graduated at the top of his
class at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs. He went on to Harvard
Medical School after a stage as a Rhodes scholar in England. He is now an Air Force
surgeon in San Antonio, Texas. His wife is also a Vietnamese medical doctor. At a time,
we saw on national television the graduation ceremonies at the Naval Academy in
Annapolis. Out of the Class 1999 consisting of 737 midshipmen, a Vietnamese girl ,
Nguyen Thi Cam Van ranked second in the graduating class. I have met several senior
officers among our second generation Vietnamese-Americans serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States of America. An example is Major Pham Hoang Thu USAF;
the last time I saw him, he is an instructor pilot for the F-16, an advanced jet fighter. The
Vietnamese community has at least one person in the distinguished corps of astronauts,
Dr. Eugene Trinh, who flew on a space shuttle mission and is also an astrophysicist with
an outstanding research record. As other examples of significant contributions in science
and technology, I can mention Mr. Nguyen Thanh Tien who received the NASA
Exceptional Medal Award for his unusual contribution to the Galileo mission, and also
Dr. Nguyen Manh Tien, the recipient of several honor awards and member of the NASA-
Jet Propulsion Laboratory delegation to the International Consultative Committee for
Space Data Systems (CCSDS). They are among several hundred young Vietnamese men
and women working in the space program of the US. With our devotion to our
professions, we are steadily climbing the ladder in the industrial hierarchy and, at the
same time, earning the respect of our American colleagues. Dr. Cai Van Khiem is a
shining example. With many patents for his inventions, he became the youngest engineer
to hold the position of “Chief Division Technologist” at Hughes Aircraft Company.

Many of us have opted to teach at universities and professional schools as a way of
propagating knowledge and, at the same time, in accordance with Asian tradition, giving
back what we have received with our education. On both sides of the Atlantic Ocean, at
the University of Paris for example, and at Harvard University, and down under at several
outstanding universities in Australia, Vietnamese scholars are listed on the faculty
rosters. Those of us who subscribe to the ideal of scholarship also believe in the service
to humanity.

Some of the achievements by the new immigrants were extraordinary enough to warrant
reporting by the news media. Professor Nguyen Huu Xuong’s laboratory at the
University of California in San Diego was officially recognized by the National Institutes
of Health (NIH) as a National Research Resource. His invention, the famous Xuong’s
machine, greatly contributed to the study of protein structure in cancer research. In
Canada, Mrs. Hoang Thieu Quan became the first woman to serve as Director of Finance
for the city of Montreal. In 1991 the budget she oversaw was nearly two billion dollars.
At the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, Dr. Le Trai was the first female
professor to receive tenure in the Law School. For twenty years before her retirement in
1997, she had the sole responsibility for teaching Commercial Law besides several other



courses in her own area of expertise. She has taught every law student attending the
institution during that time. These facts were reported by Dr. Carol Ann Mooney, a
colleague of Professor Le in the Law school, and a Vice President and Associate Provost
at the University of Notre Dame.

Some of our younger professionals were also in the national news. At the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Mr. Nguyen Tue holds the record of receiving five bachelor
degrees ranging from Physics and Mathematics to Electrical Engineering before settling
in a Master’s degree and then a Ph.D. degree in Nuclear Engineering. These gave him a
total of seven degrees from MIT in seven years. In May 1996, we saw on national
television the selection of a young medical graduate, Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Quang, as ABC’s
Person of the Week. He overcame critical brain damage after an automobile accident to
graduate with distinction from Baylor College of Medicine in Texas. Using his own
experience, he is now a devoted physician in medical rehabilitation. In sports , we can
mention the extraordinary achievement of Nguyen Dat at Texas A & M University,
winner of the 1998 Lombardi trophy as the best defensive lineman in football in the
nation. He is now playing for the Dallas cowboys. In the Arts, Vietnamese living abroad
and at home, we all feel proud of the success of Tony Bui, the young Director of the
movie “Three Seasons”, winner of the Grand Jury Prize, the Audience Award and
Cinematography Award at the Sundance Film Festival. On July 21, 1999, the National
Public Radio in Washington D.C. had a special program on their “Talk of the Nation” to
commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of Ernest Hemingway. If you are one of the
millions American devotees who listen to the program, you wouldn’t believe that a young
Vietnamese scholar had a hand in the writing of the script, and that he was also the one
who provided the voice-over for Papa Hemingway in the studio rendition of the few
passages relating to the famous writer and journalist’s stay in Paris in the late twenties .

The few examples I have mentioned were among those abounding within Vietnamese
communities [ have visited. The success of our resettlement, especially in encouraging
our children to receive an education and be trained as professionals is in part due to an
excellent family tradition of togetherness. In a paper published in the February 1992 issue
of Scientific American by Drs. Caplan, Choy and Whitmore from the University of
Michigan, the scholastic success of the Indo-Chinese children is credited to the support
from their parents. I know this through my own experience. My wife and I are the parents
of four children , and, in providing them with our moral and financial support so that they
can achieve their common goal of becoming contributing citizens in their new country,
we too have had to face and endure hardships. Our family came to the USA, not in 1975
like most of our compatriots, but in 1962 on a scholarship provided by the USAF, so that
I had a head start of slightly more than a decade. But in reality, it was not entirely all to
my advantage.

Let me recall my story from the beginning. In a recent issue of the US News and World
Report, there is the annual ranking of American colleges and universities, broken down
by regions, size, and specialties . In the technical area, The College of Engineering at the
University of Michigan ranks third in the nation after MIT and Stanford University. In
the sub-specialty of Aerospace Engineering, its Department of Aerospace Engineering



stands at number 4, following MIT, Caltech and Stanford University. Since I being
associated with that Department for thirty years, having been a full professor since 1972,
I can rightfully claim that I have a fair share in contributing to that high ranking. But that
professorship was not presented to me on a silver tray . I had to earn it in a very hard way
because I wasn’t even a graduate from the same highly ranked universities in that recent
U.S. News and World Report survey. Back in 1962, when I prepared my application for
admission to graduate school in the US, I put my preference as MIT first and Stanford
second. I also mentioned that in case I was required to attend a state-supported university,
my first preference was the University of California at Berkeley and my second choice
was the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Those were the schools which enjoyed
outstanding academic reputation in Asia. But before sending off my application, I was
told by my sponsor, in a very diplomatic way, that I would be more comfortable in one of
the schools they had selected for me, which were either the University of Arizona in
Tucson or the University of Colorado in Boulder. They were good schools at that time,
but they were not in the top 25, except in their football rankings. I chose Boulder,
Colorado because I like mountains. In my first week of orientation as a new graduate
student, I quickly found out that the University of Colorado, indeed, the entire state of
Colorado had never before conferred a doctorate in Aerospace Engineering. Two and a
half years after I registered as a new graduate student, in December of 1964, I made
history at the University of Colorado by becoming its first doctoral recipient in aerospace
engineering. The following year, I received an offer for a lectureship from UC Berkeley,
an offer which I declined in order to stay on as a faculty member in Boulder. But later on,
I did come to Berkeley as a visiting professor for one semester. And exactly ten years
after I was given the hint that my aspiration to come to Michigan as a graduate student
may have been somewhat too ambitious, I achieved the rank of full professor at that great
institution.

Over the years, in my contact with young Vietnamese refugees, I was frequently asked
questions about my work with NASA and what was my most significant contribution to
the U.S. space program. My primary vocation is education and over the years, first at the
University of Colorado and then later at the University of Michigan, I have contributed to
the training of several thousand aerospace engineers for our national space program. In
addition, I have served as thesis advisor and chairman of doctoral committee for about
thirty successful candidates. Several of those graduate students were supported by
research grants which I received from the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration and from the US Air Force . You may have heard of the expression
“Publish or Perish”-- meaning that at a research university, if you cannot get outside
funding for your research, you have no budget for hiring research assistants and therefore
you cannot publish, and it is thus better for you to find another place where there is less
pressure to acquire research grants. I survived that competitive culture at the University
of Michigan and over the years did provide financial support for some of my teaching
and research assistants. Results of my research were published as scientific papers in
international journals, or as technical reports by the NASA and the USAF. Some of my
papers were translated into French and Russian and reedited in the corresponding
countries. As an example, I joined two colleagues, in writing a research monograph in
which we presented our collective research efforts supported by several grants from



NASA Langley Research Center in Hampton, Virginia. The book was titled “Hypersonic
and Planetary Entry Flight Mechanics” and although on the cover there is an artist
painting of a space shuttle during atmospheric reentry, the book was published in 1980,
one year before the maiden flight of the vehicle. The theories we developed have stood
the test of time and now, although this book is long out-of-print, its contents are still
referenced in current scientific research literature.

The professional society for aerospace engineers and scientists, with a membership of
nearly 200,000, is the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics. It has
instituted several annual awards. In my area of expertise since 1967 we have the coveted
“Mechanics and Control of Flight Award” presented each year to one individual selected
by the Honors and Awards committee based on nominations by the peers. I was the
winner in 1994. On one side of the medal there is an engraving of the Wright brothers’
biplane and astronaut Neil Armstrong’s footprint on the moon. The picture represents
America’s formidable aerospace progress in the 20th century. My full name is engraved
on the other side with the citation “For outstanding contributions to the mathematical
theory of optimal control, applied to the flight mechanics of aerospace vehicles in the
atmosphere and in space”. Usually, when you receive a distinguished medal, you wear it
the first time on the podium. The second time you wear it, if your award is popular and is
marketable, is to take your picture for box of cereals or for selling to magazines.
Someday I would like to put it on, for a second time, when I think that the time is right
for celebration, when the contributions of all Vietnamese Americans are officially
recognized by the US Government. Only then when our voices will be heard by our
representatives in the U.S. Congress over our concern for human rights violation in
Vietnam, our ancestral country.

In the twilight of my career, with less pressure on scientific research, I will spend more
time to write about my experiences, in order to share with you, my fellow compatriots,
the difficulties I have encountered in the past, in this new land. Our journey across life
can be compared to the flight of an aircraft across a vast ocean. Sometimes we are
favored by a tail wind which gives us a faster ground speed. But sometimes on other
occasions, we may face a head wind with adverse effects. As the first generation of
immigrants, we are the pioneers, and we may run into obstacles. Just as the aircraft has to
get to the other side of the ocean because it has passed the point of no return, when facing
the head wind in our life, such as in the case of social injustice, we should keep our heads
high, our chins up, and then with physical endurance, technical expertise, and with
spiritual strength, by dedication and dignity, we shall join force together to overcome
adversity and fulfill our dream of equal opportunity, equal rights and equal responsibility,
and in so doing, make it a reality. Let us continue then to work harder and harder, but
always in harmony, and then through mutual assistance, helping each other. Through
training, tutoring and educating, we shall expand our group and ultimately give the
Vietnamese-American minority a stronger voice and a dignified place in the United
States. Then in time, together with all the citizens of this country, hand in hand, we will
be well prepared, technically and spiritually, to move forward in this twenty--first
century. This past century has seen the collapse of the world communism in Eastern
European countries. At the beginning of a new century, with the spread of democracy in



Asia, the remnants of communism in Vietnam, our native country, will certainly fall into
oblivion. Be prepared to assist the reconstruction of that emerging and democratic
country, the place where your parents were born.

Source:
http://www.vietnamreview.com/english/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=35




