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PUGC CONG-BO TU NAM 1968
Nguyén NgocBich

Ping nim dau thién-nién-ky mdi, nha xui't bin Copper Canyon Press & Port
Townsend, Ti€u-bang Washington, tung ra cuén Spring Essence: The Poetry of HO
Xuin Huong dich tho ba sang ti€ng Anh bdi John Balaban. Cudn sich, chi trong vong
hai nim, ban hét 16 nghin bAn—mot ky-luc vé tho, ngay c4 thd viét thing trong ti€ng
Anh. Piy la mot thanh-tyu ma ngudi dich, G.S. Balaban, mot nha thd ¢6 tén tudi clia
Hoa-ky, c6 quyén hinh-dién. Bén canh dé, cudn sich, véi mot cdi bia trinh bay kh4
hap din va “sexy,” lai con c6 thém vai vu-di€m nita: Pay 12 mot ban dich song ngit
v6i bén trdi 1a nguyén-bdn chit Nom in & trén, phién thanh Qudc-ngit & dudi, va ban
dich ti€ng Anh ddi dién § trang bén mit. Nhitng chit Nom, rit dep, do Tié€n-si Ngo
Thanh Nhan & New York vé ki€u trén vi-tinh, con ¢6 tham-vong gitip vao viéc bdo
ton von li€ng chit Nom ctia Viét-nam. Téng-cong, dudc dich 1a 48 bai thd xem i clia
Hb Xuin Huong cong v6i mot bai hoa clia Chiéu HS.

Nhu vdy, day chua phdi I tap tho dich dugc nhiéu thd H6 Xuin Huong nhat
sang tiéng Anh. Thanh-tich nay thudc vé Hoai Nam Tt khi 6ng cho ra cuén Poetic
English Version of Ho Xuan Huong’s Poems, in ra § Texas khodng nam 1997, dich cé
thdy 60 bai (45 bai thd Nom quen thudc, 5 bai thd chit Hin vé Vinh Ha-long, cong 10
bai tho Nom va 5 bai thd Han rit tit Luvu Huong KY), nghia 13 vé sd-lugng thi hon hin
con s6 9 bai do hoa-si Vo Dinh dich trong Vietnam Culture Journal (1983-84), 15 bai
toi dich chung v6i Burton Raffel va Robin Morgan trong A Thousand Years of
Vietnamese Poetry (1975) tru6c d6, 20 bai do Hitu Ngoc dich trong Sketches for a
Portrait of Vietnamese Culture (1996), 21-22 bai Huynh Sanh Thong dich trong hai
tic-phdm The Heritage of Vietnamese Poetry (1979) va An Anthology of Vietnamese
Poems (1996), va 46 bai do David Cevet dich tir ti€ng Phdp trong A/ She Wants
(1987). Tuy-nhién, vSi 48 bai trong s6 tho thudc loai dudc truyén-tung trong dan-gian
(c6 1& can trir di m4y bai ma tuc-truyén 13 cla ngudi khic), cudn ctia Balaban c6 thé
n6i1a di dich hau hét nhitng bai thd ta xem 13 quen thudc clia nit-si ho Ho.

La mot gido-su vé vin-hoc Anh-My & North Carolina State University va cling
lic 12 mot nha th My c¢6 hang, lai con doc dudc ti€ng Viét nita, khong la 1a 6ng
Balaban di dua ra dugc mot s6 ban dich ddng dugc xem 12 tho trong ti€ng Anh.
(Chinh vi th&€ ma khi sang Viét-nam vao thdng 11-2000, dng Clinton da trich tho Ho
Xuan Huong ra néi chuyén vdéi sinh-vién Viét Nam 6 Ha-ndi, trong ban dich
Balaban). Tém lai, bA H6 Xuin Huong khd may min 13 dd c6 mot dich-gid v6i kha
diy di tu-cdch nhu nha thd John Balaban. Trong phan ghi nhan sy gidp d5 clia ngudi
khdc, dng Balaban con néu dich-danh mot s& vi trong d6 c6 Pai-sit Ng6 Quang Xuin,
céc gido-su Pao Thdi Ton, Nguyén Quang Hong, Nguyén Hué Chi & Ha-ndi, va Trin
Vin Dinh § My, hai ti€n-si Ng6 Trung Viét va Ng6 Thanh Nhan § New York, cling
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ong James D6 B4 Phudc, ba Phudc-Hio Williams va 6ng Michael Wiegers (trang ix).
Xem th€ thi ta di c6 thé nghi 12 cudn sdch phai hoan-hio song tiéc thay, cudn sich
tuy dep van con kh4 nhiéu ty vét, trong bdn dich ciing nhu trong phan chit Nom. Chi
cAn 14y mot bai ciing dd thay 13 sy hiéu bi€t ti€ng Viét ciia 6ng Balaban hiy con 16m
bdm, dit di c6 hét ca sy gitip d& clia nhitng vi ndi trén:

Bai “Ty tinh thd” (I) (trang 20-21) cAu dau, “Tiéng ga xao xdc gdy trén bom,”
dudc dich thanh “Gray sky. A rooster crows.” “Gray sky” la dich tir dau trong
nguyén-ban khong rd, “trén bom” ¢ trong nguyén-ban thi khong thay dich, con
“ti€ng ga xao xdc” thi khé 1ong c6 thé 13 “mot con ga trong gay o0 0” (“A rooster
crows”) dudc.

Cau 6, “Sau gian vi duyén d€ mdm mom,” dugc dich thanh “angry / with a
fate that says I'm much too bold” thi that 1a khé hi€u: tai sao “mdém mom” lai c6 thé
thanh “much too bold” dugc?

Con cau két, “Than nay diu di chiu gia tom,” bié€n thanh “Am I supposed to
walk as if stooped and old?” Chuyén gi da xdy ra vay?

Con nhiéu, con nhiéu! “Tu tinh (III)” hay con goi 1a “Chié&c bach” (trang 30-
31), hai cdu cudi, “Ay ai thim van cam 1ong vay / Ngdn ndi 6m dan nhitng tdp ténh,”
dudc dich thanh “Whoever comes on board is pleased / as she plucks her guitar, sad
and drifting.” Khong nhitng hai dién § day (“thim van ban thuyén” va “6m dan”
sang thuyén khac) bi hi€u 14m, cdu dich hoan-toin v6 nghia trong vin-canh toan bai
tho.

Hoic trong bai “Giéng nudc” (trang 64-65), “cé gi€c” thanh “cd chép” (“a
golden carp”) va “na rong rong” (khong phdi “rong réng”) thanh “c4 tré, c4 basa”
(“who would put a catfish here?”). Trong bai “Chiia xwa” (trang 86-87), ndi ciu cudi,
“Phic difc nhu 6ng dugc may bo?” chit “bd” clia mién Bic (nhu trong “bd siit cap”)
bi hi€u 14m thanh chit “bd” méi tao sau niy cia mién Nam (“bd ban, bd bich”) nén
ca cau mdéi dugc dich thanh “Blessed, they gather many friends” (sic).

Nhung dédng sg nhit c6 1& 1a 16i gidi thich clia chinh ngudi dich. Trong mot s&
bio The Ruminator (& Minnesota, mot t& bdo chuyén vé dich-thuat) mdi ra gin day,
ong Balaban con cho 1a ta c6 thé hi€u “Mot deo, mot deo lai mot déo” thanh diu sic.
DPén day thi 6 18 cdc ddc-gia ciing nhu toi déu phai gio tay 1én trdi &€ ma phén:
“Thoi hét néi!”

Muc-dich ctia chiing toi hdm nay, trong bai nay, khong nhim duyét phan dich
clia 6ng Balaban ma 12 n6i vé chit Noém trong cudn Spring Essence. N&u tAm long
clia 6ng Balaban va Ti€n-si Ngd Thanh Nhan 12 ¢6 day thién-y (bdo ton chit Nom)
song & day, ching tdi ciing phdi dong dac ma néi 1a “lyc” hay con “bat tong tAm.”
Long thi mudn da'y, song sitc, khd-ning vin chua ddp-ting duge. P6 1a van-dé, va 1a
mot vin-dé khd 16n néu ta lai con thi€u sy khiém ton cin thi€t d€ chiu kho trao d6i,
hoc hdi.
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Nhin tif quan-diém nay, nghia 13 xem Spring Essence nhu mot vin-bin Nom
ctia tho H5 Xuan Huong, thi lai c6 thé néi dudc ring né chii-y&u la dua trén ban chit
NOom do Maurice Durand dung lai. C6 nghia 1a mdt dudng vong hoc-thuadt da dugc
khép lai tit M. Durand 1968 dén Balaban-Ng6 Thanh Nhan 2000 ma chi-y&u chi ¢6
mot sy ti€n-bo vé mit thﬁm—my: trong khi cudn ctia M. Durand, chit Nom do 6ng
Durand viét tay kh4 vung vé€, mot s& bai & cudi sdch con thi€u ci phan chit Nom do
ong khong tim ra vin-bdn Nom hodc do 6ng mat sém (30-4-1966) khong hoan-tat kip
thi cudn Spring Essence clia Balaban-Ngd Thanh Nhan c6 ddy dd cdc bdn Nom, hdu
hé&t chép theo bdn ctia M. Durand (35 bai) hoic theo “Xuan Huong di cdo & FiEHa”
(19 bai) trong Quéc-dm thi-tuyén [R5 551% (trang 130-131) con 12 bai khi ghi “No
No6m source” thi chic 12 Ti€n-si Ng6 Thanh Nhan dung lai cdc mit chit Nom tir cdc
ban Qudc-ngi.

Nhung ti€c thay, hai ngudn Nom chinh ctia cudn Spring Essence khong phai 1a
khong c6 16i ma vi 6ng Ngd Thanh Nhan khong bi€t hon nén da chép lai cd nhitng 101
nay, ty du:

Chit “odn #2” (cAu 2) trong bai “Ty tinh tho” M. Durand viét 1dm chit “t& 4t ”
(nghfa 12 “ché&t”) thay vi chit “uyén/odn” trén bd “tim.” Tai sao ta bi€t Durand 1Am?
Vi &m-pht “0dn” thi mdi ggi ¥ dudc ra cach doc “odn” chit “ti¢” thi vd phuong!

Chit “ténh” trong “tdp ténh,” & cau 8 bai “Ty tinh AU# (Chi€c bach &A1)~
(trang 30), saich QATT, viét 1Am thanh “tdp bénh” ciing dugc chép lai nguyén con &
day. Trong ciing bai, cdu 6 QATT ghi va viét ding 1a “Budm 1&o thay ké rip xudi
dong,” trong Spring Essence dudc ddi thanh “Giong I€o...” & bdn Qudc-ngit (ddi chinh
hon véi “Cheéo 14i...” & ciu 5) nhung trong bin chit Nom van giif nguyén 13 “Budm
leo...”

0 mot bai khong c6 nguyén-ban bing chit Nom trong M. Durand (ghi sai 1a c6,
trang 131) con QATT thi vi€t chit Nom sai & mot s chd, Spring Essence ciing chép
lai y nguyén: “Thap thodng” (cAu 1 trong bai “Tic cinh,” trang 112) ghi thanh “thdp
quéng,” “ddt ndi” (cAu 7) chit Nom vi€t ding nhung bdn Qudc-ngit lai phién sai thanh
“datndi (?),” va “chung-tinh” (cau 8) chit Nom chép (sai) theo QATT thanh “chudng
(caichudng!) tinh.”

O bai “Pai Khan Xuan Z&#” (trang 114) ¢6 1& vi 12 “No Nom source”
(trang 131) nén Ti€n-si Ng6 Thanh Nhan phai dung lai bAn Nom theo su hi€u biét clia
ong. Ciing vi th& 16i khong it: Chit “dai & ” trong tén bai va ciu dau vi sao lai can c6
bo “mdc /A & bén trdi? Piéu nay khong c6 trong chit Hin va ciing khong can thiét
khi diing sang thinh Nom. Chit “ching” trong ciu 2 viét gidng “chifng” trong ti€ng
Hain thi c6 1& diing hon. Chit “md” trong cau 3 (“chiéu md #1%£: ) thi khong thé viét
thanh “mo6 %% trong nghia 13 cdi ma, cdi mo (bd “thd 1) dugc ma phai viét thanh
“md 5~ (nghia 1a “budi chiéu”) bd “nhat H.” Chit “tang 3~ trong “tang thuong
Z575” (cAu 4) ciing thé: chit Nom khong thé viét thanh “tang 7~ nhu trong “tang téc
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#1288 ” dugc ma phai viét chit “tang 37 (rd't khdc) bd “modc” nhu trong “tang thuong
5%, tang dién Z [, phu tang 2% ” mdi ding.

Thanh thit né€u mudn diing bAn Nom tho HS Xuin Huong nhu ghi lai trong
Spring Essence thi ti-thi€u c6 1& cAn mot ban dinh chinh kha dai, that ddy dd va chi-
ti€t. Chit khong nhitng sai sét loai trén ddy s& 1am nhiéu di viéc hoc chit Nom clia
nhitng thé-hé dén sau. Pugc cdi may, tir 1968 12 nim cudn sdch cia Maurice Durand,
L ’Oeuvre de Ia poétesse vietnamienne Ho-Xuin-Huong, dudc Ecole francaise
d’Extréme-Orient in ra & Phdp thi dd c6 mot s6 nd lvc di tim lai va in ra cic bin Nom
tho clia nit-si ho H6. Theo thit ty thdi-gian ta ¢6 thé k€ ra nhitng nd luc sau diy:

1968: Maurice Durand (nhu trén), gdm 40 bai thd Nom HXH chép tir AB 396
(Linh-nam quin-hién vin thi dién 4m t3p) c6 d6i-chi€u d€ tim khio di véi AB 383
(Quéc-van ring-ky clia Nguyén Vin San, khodng 1880, 28 trudng-hdp) va mdt bdn
NoO6m ma ong ghi 12 CCI (chua 16 tén thatla gi, 19 trudng-hgp). T4m trong s6 nhitng
bainay ciing con dudc so vSi nhitng vin-ban ghi trong A 3160 (Qué-son tam nguyén
thi-tap1a mot cudn cin-ban gom tho ciia Nguyén Khuyén, 1835-1909, 7 trudng-hdp).
Ngoai 40 bai nay (cong thém 2 bai hoa cia Chiéu HG), cudn sich con chép lai 12 bai
khéc, chi-y&u 12 13y tir AB 147 (Liét truyén thi ngam) 12 mot tip sich Nom nhung
ong Durand da khong kip thoi gid chép ra dudi dang Nom nén chi c6 dudi dang Qudc-
ngu.

1985(?): 15 bai thudc loai tuc-truyén va 5 bai thd Nom rit tir Luu Huong Ky
trong Ho Xuin Huong: Poemes, Hoang Xuan Han, Lam B4 Chau, Jean Ristat, Olivier
Stern va Nguyé&n Minh Thanh cdng-tdc in ra & Phdp.

2000: Spring Essence cia Balaban va Ng6 Thanh Nhan (48 bai, trong s& d6 36
baila chép theo ban Nom ciua QATT, 1914, va M. Durand, 1968).

Nhung ddng ké nhat la:

2000: G.S. Nhan Béo (“day ti€ng Viét & khoa ti€ng phuong Pong cla trudng
Pai hoc Bic Kinh cho d&€n ngay nghi huu”) cho in “mot s& di ban thd Nom H6 Xuin
Huong” dué6i tén Phdt hién moi vé Hb Xuin Huong (Ha N6i: Nha xb Khoa hoc xa
hoi).

S& di cudn nay dang k€ 12 vi khong nhitng 6ng Nhan Bio di cit cong phién
am lai sang Qudc-ngit tit cd nhitng di-bdn tho HXH ma 6ng da tim ra trong chit Nom
(213 bai cd thdy, trong d6 c6 khong it bai tring hoic cla ngudi khic), quy nhat 1a vi
ong di cho chup lai 5 tdc-phdm chép thd HXH bing chit Nom, cdng vdi bai tua Luu
Huong Ky (ma & diy dugc gan cho Pham Dinh HS va thi€u phan cudi). Nim tdc-
phim d6, theo thit tu nién-dai, 1a:

1892/93(?): Nam-4m thi-tdp F w4 (“Xuan Huong thi 755" “Lé Quy
phung td 22 & 72 %77 gdm 16 bai thd Nom HXH. S§ di ching t6i ddnh ddu hdi sau
nién-dai 3 tdc-phadm liét-ké & day 12 vi gan nhu chic chin (98-99%) 1a chiing dudc
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chup ra tir Fonds Antony Landes ma cu Hoang Xuan Han da tirng néi dén, ky-hiéu &
thu-vién Vién-dong Bic-cd & Phap 1a B 16.

1892/93(?): Pai-Nam doi-lién thi-tdp K rE HHER5i ¢dm 36 bai tho Nom ma
mot sd dugc xem 1a ctia HXH.

1892/93(?): Pai-Nam doi-thi Krd ¥15F (“HO Xuan Huong thi-tap
WA R ”) gdm 49 bai thd Nom HXH.

1914: Quéc-dm thi-tuyén B35 7%5i% (“Xuan Huong di-cdo F & iEH4 ) gdm 29
bai thd Nom HXH.

1940 (Bdo DPai canh ngo nién tan khic): Xudn Huong thi-tip & iE (Phic
Vin Pudng tang-bin) gdm 73 bai tho va phi Nom gin cho HXH.

Nhin tir géc d6 clia cu khi cu nghién citu vé HXH & Phép (d€ rdi cong-bd 1an
dau dudi tén “Ho Xuan Huong v6i vinh Ha-long” trong T4p san Khoa hoc x4 hoi s6
10-11 & Phép vao cudi nim 1983 dau 1984), cu Hoang Xuin Han cho ring Di-cdo
Landes (chép khodng 1892/93) Ia nhitng vin-bin Nom thd HXH sém nh&t ma cu c6
trong tay lic by gid. Nay ta xem lai thi ¢t chi dua trén nhitng bdn Nom thd HXH da
dudc cong-bd diéu dé ciing khong con ding nita. Chi dva trén nhitng vin-bin tho
Nom d6, ta c6 thé dung lai thit ty nién-dai cdc tdc-phdm trong d6 c6 thd HXH nhu
sau:

AB 383 (Quéc-van ting-ky B 3C#FC cda Nguyén Vin San, khodng 1880).
Theo Trin Vin Gidp, Nguyén Vin San ty 13 Hi Chau T, hiéu Vin Pa Cu Si, ngudi
lang Pa-nguu, huyén Vin-giang, tinh Hung-yén (nay 1a Hai-hung), song vao khodng
gitta do1 Tu Ditc (1847-1883). (Xem 7im hiéu kho sach Hin Nom, Téap II, Ha-no1:
Nha xb Khoa hoc xa hoi, 1990, trang 22).

B 16 (Di-cdo Landes, 1892/93, hién chi con luu giit 8 Phdp) gdbm 3 chd cé thd
Nom HXH: Nam-dm thi-tip ¥ w55 (“Xuan Huong thi & 5¥”), Pai-Nam doi-lién
thi-tip KEGHGFIE va Pai-Nam doi-thi KFG$HFF (“HO6 Xuan Huong thi-tap
AR RHED).

A 3160 (Qué-son tam nguyén thi-tzp FE1lI =JC 5F4E, mudn nhat 12 nim 1909
vi nim d6 1a Nguyén Khuyén, cu tam nguyén, mat) trong d6 c¢6 chép mot sd tho Nom
ctia HXH.

VNb.77 (Quéc-dm thi-tuyén 18355538 | phu Danh-gia ca vinh W% % 0K,
trong d6 c¢6 “Xuan Huong di-cdo 7% ) khic in 14n dau nim 1914 (c6 ngudi cho
12 in 1an dau nim 1909), gdbm “27 bai thd Nom (c6 phién Am Qudc ngit) ctia H6 Xuan
Huong” cdng 2 bai hoa ctia Chiéu H& (Theo Di sdn Hin Ném Viét Nam: Thu muc dé
yéu, Tran Nghia va Frangois Gros chi-bién, Ha-ndi: Nha xb Khoa hoc xa hoi, 1993,
Tap 2, trang 645). Mot ky-hiéu khédc clia tdc-phdm nay 1a AB 649.

AB 396 (Linh-nam quin-hién vin thi dién 2m tap % v i B SCRFE 5 4E) trong
d6 c6 chép ca tho Nom ctia Tan Pa Nguyén Khic Hi€u (1888-1939, nén c6 thé diy la
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mot sin-phdm cla nhitng nim 1920-30) bén canh 40 bai thd Nom cia H6 Xuan
Huong nhu ta da thy.

VNb.21a (Xudn Huong thi-tip, phu Danh-gia ca vinh 77545, B4 ZA00K)
do Phiic Vin Pudng in 1an dau (?) nim 1921 (Long Phi tin-d4u). C6 1& bdn Bdo Pai
canh-ngo-nién (1940) c6 chup lai trong Nhan Bédo la tdi-ban tir bin nay. Ngoai ra,
VNb.21b (Xudn Huong thi-tdp F i) 1a mot quyén sach gan giong vé ndi-dung
(tuy thi tw va s6 bai c6 khac nhau doi chiit) nhung in nim Khéi Pinh nhadm-tult
(1922) va do nha Quan Van Budng in ra.

Dua vao tong-két trén ddy, ta c6 thé néi 1a by gid n€u ai mudn nghién citu vé
khdi tho tuc-truyén 12 ctia H6 Xuan Huong thi ngudi Ay cling di c¢6 tam dl cdc ban
Nom ciia nhitng bai tho kia. Piéu nay rat tot va sé& gitip ich rit nhiéu cho nhitng ai c6
tham-vong ti€p ndi cong viéc ma Maurice Durand da khdi cong mot cdch rdt cAn mat
va nghiém chinh: duyét lai hét ci cdc bdn Nom d6 dé dinh phan khio di, loc ra nhitng
bai nao khong thé 1a ciia H5 Xuan Huong ma bi 14n vao d6, xdc-dinh mot dang chét
cho cdc bai tho clia ba vira hitu Iy vira dé cho dong ddo quan-chiing chdp nhin. Lam
dugc nhu vay, ta s€ gidp dudc cho cédc dich-gid tuong-lai ¢6 nhitng vin-ban ddng tin
cay hon 12 nhitng vin-bin thd Nom Hd Xuan Huong nhu ta hién cé trong sdch clia
Maurice Durand hay trong Spring Essence.

Nguyén Ngoc Bich
Pong Xuan, dém 27-4-2003
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